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REVIEW OF THE ADVENTURES OF ARSÈNE LUPIN, GENTLEMAN-THIEF

My actions constitute my identity sufficiently. … It is all the better if people are never
able to say with certainty, ‘There goes Arsène Lupin.’ The great thing is that they
should say, without fear of being mistaken, ‘That action was performed by Arsène
Lupin.’1

This won my purchase mostly by its physical qualities: I came across a charming pocket-
sized edition while I was looking for a book to take on a plane. The stories themselves are
charming as well, but not particularly remarkable by modern standards.

Interesting trivia that the introduction calls attention to: for a while, 19th-century French
police departments used a very low-tech biometric system called bertillonnage2 (mentioned
in passing in one of the stories).

1Maurice Leblanc, The Adventures of Arsène Lupin, Gentleman-Thief (S.l.: Macmillan Collector’s Library,
2021), 19.

2“Bertillonnage,” in Wikipédia, August 30, 2023, https://fr.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bertillonna
ge&oldid=207396736.
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