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A quick search suggests that only about 4% of the reviews of this book on Goodreads use the word
“claustrophobic”. I don’t know how the other 96% managed to avoid it. The most striking thing about
the novel, especially in the first half, is how vividly it conveys a sense of being hemmed-in—not so
much physically as emotionally.

Neurocomputers in the form of “[c]ultured brain cells on a slab” make an appearance and I’m pretty
amused by one of the character’s euphemisms for them: “Head cheese.”
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