Review of Peter Watts’s book Starfish

by Jacob Williams on 2025-02-09
feedback is welcome at jacob@brokensandals.net

A quick search suggests that only about 4% of the reviews of this book on Goodreads use the word
“claustrophobic”. I don’t know how the other 96% managed to avoid it. The most striking thing about
the novel, especially in the first half, is how vividly it conveys a sense of being hemmed-in—not so

much physically as emotionally.

Neurocomputers in the form of “[c]ultured brain cells on a slab” make an appearance and I’m pretty
amused by one of the character’s euphemisms for them: “Head cheese.”

M e B g e Peca B g P gt o e e e A e el e e -
et el ey . @

e mw wl v ohm Nagpme | s Bng et . B wand gty Y ow M mang
B sttt o we A W et ce ey ¢ B g Auer mambur e el o e
o e Al s vl (w wwrs W ot 4 gete o hmaead ew o

S ey e e e e ) Gl T gn e . g —— w - -
s B e vt premed M e B e o el e el B s e P e
. an  ew wi see e eew  nmems v mew g Png


https://brokensandals.net/reviews/2025/starfish
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/66479
https://brokensandals.net/
mailto:jacob@brokensandals.net

